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The state has ruled that  a Lake 
Ontario discharge permit for the 
U.S. Department of Energy's ra- 
dioactive storage site in Lewiston 
will not have a significant impact 
un the enviroram<nt. 

The ruling will ailow the DEC 
to issue the permit without hold- 
ing public hearings on an appliea- 
aon to discharge up to 226,W gal- 
lons of treated wastewater daily 
from the former Lake Ontario 
Ordnance Works. 

I According to a legal notice pub- 
lished last week by the DEC, pub- 
lic comment on the ending per- 
mit can be forwardefto the aaen- - 
cp until March 23. 

Unless si nificant objections 
are raised, d e DEC can issue the 
permit after that deadline, ac- 
cording to the State Environmen- 
tal Quality Review Act. 

Department of Energy officials 
said radioactive contaminants 

Road sf&. 
A dispute over the DEC ermil 

arose last fall when the D 8 E dis- 
charged about 700,000 gallons of 
wastewater lato the lake without 
authorization. 

After paying the DEC a $7,500 
fine for the incident, federal offi- 
cials said they were forced to dis- 
charge the Ii uids when storage 
ponds reache I capacity. 

When justifyin the illegal dis- e charge to the I) C, energy offi- 
cials said the environmental con- 
sequences would have been more 
severe if the ponds had over- 
Gowed onto the radiatioa-con- 
taminated ground. 

The liquid wastes - primarily 
contaminated ra inwat~tr  - are 
collected by constructlon crews 
involved in remedial cleanup 
work a t  the site. 

The federal government, cur- 
rently reviewing future glans for 

will be removed prior to dis- the o r d n a ~ c e  property, has used 
cbarge into e dktch tbat  connects the site for radioactive materials 
with Lake Ontario. The la st0 
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